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Fascinations Of Byzantine Numismatology 





Coinage Of Alexius I 
Shows Effects Of Crusade 


By C. H. Orton F.R.N.S, 


Nothing bears stronger testi- 
mony to the economic state of 
the Byzantine nation and the dis- 
ruptive effects of the first Cru- 
sade than an examination of the 
coinage extant issued by the then 
ruling Emperor, Alexius I Com- 
nenus (1081-1118). The 300,000 
fighting men that comprised the 
first Crusade encumbered the By- 
zantines far worse than their nat- 
ural enemies, the Turks and the 
Saracens. 

Consequently, like all countries 
that undergo acute economic 
pressures, the currency is de- 
based and the deflation can be 
measured by the preponderance 
of coinage struck. Under the Em- 
peror Alexius I Comnenus, there 
is no exception to this economic 
phenomena. The traditional gold 
solidus ceases to be struck from 
about the year 1097—a few 
months after the beginning of the 
first Crusade—and the second- 
ary gold unit, the nomisma, be- 
came so debased towards the end 
of the Emperor’s reign that it 
becomes almost unrecognizable 
as it was struck without common 
design or conformity of weight 


end is to be obtained in gold, 
silver, electrum, billon and 
bronze. 


LA, 





In the silver and low denomina- 
tion bronze series there are so 
many varieties of coins that it 
becomes impossible in a work of 
this kind to describe every speci- 
men. Generally, however, the 
types given in the following draw- 
ings should enable the student to 
recognize the coinage of Alexius 
I Comnenus. Figure one being a 
typical nomisma, figure two the 
gold solidus, figures three, four 
and five varieties of bronze and 
figure six the silver miliaresion 
with two varieties (a) and (b) 
of the reverse. 

There are also extant quite a 
variety of bronze coins attributed 
by some numismatists as belong- 
ing to Alexius I Comnenus that 
do not fall into the category de- 
scribed above. These are approx- 


imately 34 millimeter in.size, flat, - 


and have variations of the effigy 
of Christ on the obverse and an 
ornamented cross on the reverse. 
By a study of the arrangement 


of the latter there is a marked 
parallel to the symbol of the 
cross used on the shields of the 
first Crusaders; especially that 
of a knight who commanded the 
third division of the first Cru- 
saders, Raymond of Toulouse. 

Of all the commanders, this 
knight was the most pious in his 
belief and purpose. It is known 
that he was very concerned with 
the poverty he witnessed in his 
crusade and it is quite possible, 
lacking contfary evidence, that 
it was this man who was respon- 
sible for the issuance of these 
anonymous bronze coins. It is un- 
fortunate that all specimens that 
turn up are crudely struck ren- 
dering positive identification very 
difficult. 


There is one other coin, a very 
rare billon specimen nomisma 
where Alexius I Comnenus is 
shown on the obverse of the spec- 
imen with his wife Irene and they 
hold between them a patriarchal 
cross. On the reverse, Christ 
shown standing on the viewer’s 
right is crowning John, the son 
of Alexius and Irene and who 
eventually succeeded his father 
as John II in the year 1118. 





Californian Charged With Burglary 


Redlands, Calif., police have 
arrested a 24-year-old Calimesa, 
Calif., man in connection with 
the late-March burglary of the 
Lincoln Shrine in Smiley Park, 
Redlands Calif. Police also re- 
covered part of the loot taken, 
including coins, historical docu- 
ments, stamps and medals, 


_ Karl Herbert Toevs, alias Carl 
Clemens, was charged with en- 


a 


Tecovered. 









‘Lincoln mementos taken during a burglary of the Lincoln Shrine 
in Redlands, Calif., last month and later recovered by police 
are examined by Redlands Police Chief Stanley R. Bowen and 
Mrs. Frances Collins, curator. A Calimesa, Calif. man is awaiting 
trial in connection with the break. Lincoln medals, a complete 
set of Lincoln cents, an Hlinois commemorative half-dollar, and 
_ other Lincoln items, shown near bottom of picture, were also 


tering the museum by drilling 
holes around the lock on a heavy 
door and forcing it open. 


Among the items taken were a 
complete set of Lincoln cents, a 
Lincoln commemorative half dol- 
lar, a set of 25 Lincoln medals, 
a collection of fractional curren- 
cy and many documents relating 
to Lincoln, all valued at $1,000. 
Toevs, who was on parole for a 





1961 burglary when arrested, was 
picked up in Modesto after po- 
lice received a tip from an un- 
identified coin dealer. 

Among the items taken and 
still missing are the medals, the 
fractional currency, nine rifle 
bullets from Gettysburg and a 
set of Civil War campaign 
badges. 


University poli 


Hears Talk 
By Puckett 


The University Coin Club, 
Seattle, Wash., recently held a 
meeting in the Roosevelt Dis- 
trict Community Hall with 79 
members present. First reading 
was made on applications for 
membership of John K. French, 
Dr. N. L. Dennison, Anderson 
Label Coin Exchange, and Pete 
Wyman. Second reading was 
made on Jack Rothermel, Ed J. 
Goernatz, and Sylvia E, Odion. 

It was reported the contest for 
the drawing of the reverse of 
the club emblem had closed and 
the winner will be announced at 
a later date. 

Dr. Orville Puckett, editor of 
the club bulletin, spoke im- 
promptu on Maundy money. 

Members were given sham- 
rocks on which they wrote their 
names in order to get better ac- 
quainted while being served re- 
freshments for the occasion. 


Dave Doering and Earl Rad- 
ford conducted the auction with 
the aid of Mark Saran and Bob 
Sorensen as runners. Winner of 
the exhibit award was Florence 
Landon, with Rena Hodgson, the 





Tunnerup. Alfred Schy and 


Ralph -Deich also had. displays 
during the: meeting: 





Evergreen Boasts 


Membership Of 112 


The Evergreen Coin Club, 
Chlehalis, Wash., presently has a 
membership of 100 regular and 
12 juniors. An average of 75 is 
maintained at meetings held on 
the first Saturday of each month 
at 8 p.m. in the Chlehalis Scout 
Lodge on Adams street. 

Milton H. Layton is club 
president; Robert Neumann, vice 
president; Anita Rakoz, secre- 
tary-treasurer, and Ed Paulson 
is the auction chairman. 





MENTION “COIN WORLD” IN 
ANSWERING ANY AD! 








Newman To Display Rarity 
At St. Louis Coin Festival 


One of the top attractions in 
the field of numismatics — will 
make its appearance at the fifth 
annual St. Louis Coin Festival on 
August 15 and 16. 

Eric Newman, noted authority 
on coins and member of the 
Missouri Numismatic Society, 
the sponsor, will have his 1776 
Continental silver dollar on dis- 
play. This was the first such coin 
struck by the United States. 
There are only three of the speci- 
mens known today with this par- 
ticular coin reported in the fin- 
est condition. 

There will be many other at- 
tractions during the event with 


Cleburne 
Sets Bourse 
For Mid-May 


The Cleburne, Texas, Coin 
Club will hold a two-day bourse 
at the American Legion Hall on 
May 16 and-17, Virginia Beasley, 
club secretary, reports. 

Planning for the bourse was 
discussed at last month’s meet- 
ing. Also, an auction of 40 lots 
was conducted by auctioneer, 
Willard Morton. 


It was reported at the meeting 
that Mrs. Martha Kelly of Blum, 
a club guest, had found a Very 
Fine 1909-SVDB cent in circula- 
tion recently. 

William Brown, club president, 
requested that members save 
commemorative four - cent 
stamps, canceled or not, for a fu- 
ture fund raising drive being 
planned by the membership. 





more information released as 
time progresses. It is said the 
chance to see this coin is worth 
the price of attending the two 
day event. 


Many of the dealers attending 
the American Numismatic Con 
vention in Cleveland on August 
19, 20, 21 and 22 will also be at 
the Missouri event. Officials feel 
that many people will combine a 
irip to include both events during 
an annual vacation. 


The demand for more bourse 
tables prompted the group to 
move the event to the Jefferson 
hotel at 12th and Locust streets 
in downtown St. Louis. The Gold 
Room will accommodate 60 deal- 
ers with the auctions to be held 
in the Crystal Room. 


The 200th anniversary of the 
city is this year and many ac- 
tivities have been planned includ- 
ing the Coin Festival. 


Madison County 


Discusses Plans 


Madison County Coin Club, 
Fredericktown, Mo., recently 
met in the Ozark Regional Li- 
brary for the discussion of coins 
in general along with the start 
of plans for a coming coin show. 


The group also discussed ways 
to create more interest in order 
to increase the membership 
ranks. All members 
brought along a part of their col- 
lections for others to see or to 
use for trading purposes, Bill 
Hunt, the secretary said. 


The club meets at 7:30 p.m. in 
the library on the first Tuesday. 


_ of each month, 4; 


